
 

 

 

                                                   

 

 

 

 

                 In support of strengthening student academic achievement, Worth County High School receives Title 
I, Part A funds and therefore must jointly develop with, agree on with, and distribute to parents and family 
members of participating children a written parent and family engagement policy that contains information 
required by section 1116(b) and (c) of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  The policy establishes the 
school’s expectations for parent and family engagement and describes how the school will implement a number 
of specific parent and family engagement activities, and it is incorporated into the school’s plan submitted to the 
local educational agency (LEA). 
                                      

PART I: GENERAL EXPECTATIONS 
The Worth County High School agrees to implement the following requirements as outlined by Section 
1116: 

• Involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, and improvement of 
programs under Title I, Part A, including the planning, review and improvement of the school parent and 
family engagement policy and the joint development of the schoolwide program plan under Section 
1114(b) of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESEA).  

• Update the school parent and family engagement policy periodically to meet the changing needs of 
parents and the school, distribute it to the parents of participating children, and make the parent and 
family engagement policy available to the local community.  

• Provide full opportunities, to the extent practicable, for the participation of parents with limited English 
proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information 
and school reports required under Section1111 of the ESEA in an understandable and uniform format, 
including alternative formats upon request and, to the extent practicable, in a language parents 
understand. 

• If the schoolwide program plan under Section 1114(b) of the ESEA is not satisfactory to the parents of 
participating children, submit any parent comments on the plan when the school makes the plan 
available to the local educational agency.     
 

• Worth County High School will be governed by the following statutory definition of parent and family 
engagement and will carry out programs, activities, and procedures in accordance with this definition:  
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Parent and Family Engagement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and 
meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, 
including ensuring: 
(A) Parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning; 
(B) Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school                                                                                                                                                    
(C) Parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in 

decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child; 
(D) The carrying out of other activities, such as those described in section 1116 of the ESSA.   

 
PART II. DESCRIPTION OF HOW THE SCHOOL WILL IMPLEMENT REQUIRED SCHOOL  
PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT POLICY COMPONENTS 
 

JOINTLY DEVELOPED 
1. Worth County High School will take the following actions to involve parents in an organized, ongoing, 

and timely manner in the planning, review, and improvement of Title I programs, including 
opportunities for regular meetings, if requested by parents, to formulate suggestions and to participate, 
as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their child and respond to any such suggestions 
as soon as practicably possible.  
 Invite parents to attend School Council meetings. 
 Request input regarding how funds will be used to support School Improvement Plan (letters, 

website, Facebook, email and scheduled meetings) goals. 
 Invite all parents to participate in the revising of the district parental engagement policy. 
 Surveys and publish results. 

 
ANNUAL TITLE I MEETING 

2.  Worth County High School will take the following actions to conduct an annual meeting, at a 
convenient time, and encourage and invite all parents of participating children to attend to inform them 
about the school’s Title I program, the nature of the Title I program, the parents’ requirements, the 
school parent and family engagement policy, the schoolwide plan, and the school-parent compact. 
 
 All parents shall be invited and encouraged to attend the annual Title I meeting through 

newsletters, parent letters, emails, flyers and One Call All. 
 The school will provide information and explain the requirements of Title I and the rights of 

parents.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
3. Worth County High School will take the following actions to offer a flexible number of meetings, such 

as meetings in the morning or evening, and may provide home visits upon request, as such services 
relate to parental involvement.  
 Will offer workshops, trainings and informational meetings at various times of the day to 

accommodate parent schedules.  
 

4. Worth County High School will take the following actions to provide parents of participating children 
the following: 

• Timely information about the Title I programs; 



 

 Post on school website, email, letters home, One Call All system, Facebook and flyers. 
 Schedule an annual Title I meeting within the first quarter of school starting. 
 Distribute a written school compact and parental involvement policy to all parents (paper 

form, email, Facebook, and front office parent resource rack). 
 Flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening, and may 

provide with Title I funds, transportation, child care or home visits, as such services 
relate to parent and family engagement.  

 Information related to the school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities, is 
sent to the parents of participating children in an understandable and uniform format, 
including alternative formats upon request and, to the extent practicable, in a language 
the parents can understand. 

 
• Description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of academic 

assessments used to measure student progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to 
meet. 

 GSE   Georgia Standards of Excellence utilizes the state standards adopted for Georgia to set the 
standard for Kindergarten through High School, to prepare students for success in college or the 
21st Century workplace. More information can be found at https://www.georgiastandards.org.  

 GPS The performance standards provide clear expectations for instruction, assessment, and 
student work. They define the level of work that demonstrates achievement of the standards, 
enabling a teacher to know “how good is good enough.” The performance standards isolate and 
identify the skills needed to use the knowledge and skills to problem-solve, reason, 
communicate, and make connections with other information. They also tell the teacher how to 
assess the extent to which the student knows the material or can manipulate and apply the 
information. 
 
The performance standard incorporates the content standard, which simply tells the teacher what 
a student is expected to know (i.e., what concepts he or she is expected to master). Additionally, 
it adds to these concepts by providing three additional items: suggested tasks, sample student 
work, and teacher commentary on that work. (https://www.georgiastandards.org) 
 

Forms of Assessment The purpose of the Georgia Student Assessment Program is to measure student 
achievement of the state-adopted content standards and inform efforts to improve teaching and 
learning.  Results of the assessment program are utilized to identify students failing to achieve mastery of 
content, to provide teachers with feedback about instructional practice, and to assist school districts in 
identifying strengths and weaknesses in order to establish priorities in planning educational programs.  

The assessment program includes customized summative criterion-referenced tests at the elementary, middle, 
and high school levels.  In addition, Georgia participates in the National Assessment of Educational Progress in 
grades 4, 8 and 12.  A variety of resources, including formative tools, are provided to assist parents, educators, 
students and the public with efforts improve educational opportunities for students. 

The Georgia Milestones Assessment System (Georgia Milestones) is a comprehensive summative assessment 
program spanning grades 3 through high school.  Georgia Milestones measures how well students have learned 
the knowledge and skills outlined in the state-adopted content standards in language arts, mathematics, science, 
and social studies.  Students in grades 3 through 8 will take an end-of-grade assessment in each content area, 

https://www.georgiastandards.org/
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while high school students will take an end-of-course assessment for each of the eight courses designated by the 
State Board of Education. 

Features the Georgia Milestone Assessment System include: 

 open-ended (constructed-response) items in language arts and mathematics (all grades and courses); 
 a writing component (in response to passages read by students) at every grade level and course within the 

language arts assessment; 
 norm-referenced items in all content areas and courses, to complement the criterion-referenced information 

and to provide a national comparison; and 
 transition to online administration over time, with online administration considered the primary mode of 

administration and traditional paper-pencil as back-up until the transition is complete. 

The Georgia Milestones Assessment System is designed to provide information about how well students are 
mastering the state-adopted content standards in the core content areas of language arts, mathematics, science, 
and social studies.  Importantly, Georgia Milestones is designed to provide students with critical information 
about their own achievement and their readiness for their next level of learning – be it the next grade, the next 
course, or endeavor (college or career).  Informing parents, educators, and the public about how well students 
are learning important content is an essential aspect of any educational assessment and accountability 
system.  Parents, the public, and policy makers, including local school districts and boards of education, can use 
the results as a barometer of the quality of educational opportunity provided throughout the state of 
Georgia.  As such, Georgia Milestones serves as a key component of the state’s accountability system – the 
College and Career Ready Performance Index (CCRPI).   

Students at the high school level will take an end-of-course assessment in the following eight courses: Ninth 
Grade Literature and Composition, American Literature and Composition, Algebra I, Geometry, Physical 
Science, Biology, United States History, and Economics. 

The end-of-course measures are administered at the completion of the course, regardless of the grade 
level. These measures serve as the final exam for the course, and contribute 20% to the student’s final course 
grade.  Each school district selects a local testing window, based on their local school calendar, from within the 
state-designated testing window. 

WCHS students will also take locally developed assessments in their courses, including unit tests, formative and 
summative assessments, and final exams.   

• Opportunities for regular meetings, if requested by parents, to formulate suggestions and to 
participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their child, and respond to 
any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible. 
 School Council meetings. 
 Parent informational meetings. 
 Public participation in school board meetings every second Thursday of the month and 

including all called meetings. 
 



 

SCHOOL-PARENT COMPACT 
5. Worth County High School will take the following actions to jointly develop with parents of 

participating children a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and 
students will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the means by 
which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the state’s 
high standards.   
 Request input on website, mail, email, telephone conferences, Facebook and letters sent home 

with each student. 
 Schedule meetings at parent’s convenience. 
 Create/Revise Compact periodically. 
 Ask for input at school functions.  

 
BUILDING CAPACITY OF PARENTS 

6. Worth County High School will build the parents’ capacity for strong parent and family engagement to 
ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school and the 
community to improve student academic achievement through the following: 

• Providing parents with a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, 
the forms of academic assessments used to measure student progress, and the achievement 
levels of the challenging State academic standards; and 

• Materials and training to help parents to work with their child to improve their child’s 
achievement, such as literacy training and using technology (including education about the 
harms of copyright piracy), as appropriate, to foster parent and family engagement 

• Providing assistance to parents of participating children, as appropriate, in understanding 
topics such as the following: 

• The challenging State’s academic standards 

• The State and local academic assessments including alternate assessments 

• The requirements of Title I, Part A 

• How to monitor their child’s progress 

• How to work with educators to improve the achievement of their child 

• Hold an annual Title I meeting and invite ALL participating students and parents to attend 

• Allow parents to volunteer 

• Hold Information sessions regarding Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE) 

• Offer Parent/Teacher conferences at convenient times to accommodate parents’ schedule   

• Offer technology training to parents to help support the needs of students at home 

• Invite parents to school council meetings 

• Ask for participation with Science Fair 



 

• Ask for participation with Academic Bowl 

• Opportunity to be a Partner in Education. 

 
A. Worth County High School will provide assistance to parents of participating children, as 

appropriate, in understanding topics such as the following, by undertaking the actions described in 
this paragraph  
 

• Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE) 
 Provide information sessions. 
 Information available in front office on parent resource rack. 
 Information available in parent center. 
 Information will be included in newsletters, parent emails, letters and school website. 

• College and Career Ready Performance Index (CCRPI)  
 Provide information sessions. 
 Information available in front office on parent resource rack. 
 Information available in parent resource room. 
 Information will be included in newsletters, parent emails, letters and school website. 

• Provide Data from the Georgia Milestones End of Course (EOC) Assessments, Georgia High 
School Graduation Test (GHSGT), Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA) and how this data 
pertains to their child and the school as a whole. 

• Will present a Title I meeting and invite all parents  
• Will provide ways for parents to monitor their child’s progress through parent portal, 

parent/teacher conferences, phone conferences and email. 
 

B. Worth County High School will provide materials and training to help parents to work with their 
child to improve their child’s achievement, such as literacy training and using technology, as 
appropriate, to foster parental engagement. 
 Provide a parent center. 
 Offer technology trainings for parents throughout school term.  
 Provide parents with computer lab access during school hours.   

 
BUILDING CAPACTIY OF SCHOOL STAFF 

C. Worth County High School will provide training to educate the teachers, pupil services personnel, 
principal, and other staff in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal 
partners in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to implement and coordinate 
parent programs, and build ties between parents and the school, by:  

 
 Provide ongoing professional learning and communication skills. 

 
D.  Worth County High School coordinates its federal funds with the Striving Reader Grant and 

provides numerous resources for parents thru the Parent Center located in the high school. Also 
partners with Darton and Abraham Baldwin College for the “Move on When Ready” Program for 
post-secondary options for our high school students. 



 

 
E. Worth County High School will take the following actions to ensure that information related to the 

school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to the parents of participating 
children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon request, and, 
to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand: 
 Worth County High School will provide information to parents in a comprehensible and uniform 

format including alternative formats upon request, and to the extent practicable, in a language 
parents understand. 

 WCHS has a Title III English Language Liaison (ELL) on staff for assistance if needed.   
 

 Worth County High School will provide other reasonable support for parent and family 
engagement activities under Section 1116 as parents may request by: 

 FASFA workshop for parents 
 Career Fair 
 Advanced Placement (AP) parent/student orientation 
 Dual Enrollment parent/student orientation 
 School Council 
 Blood Drive 
 Drive One 4 UR School 
 Volunteering 
 CTAE Advisory Council 
 Parent information sessions regarding School Improvement initiatives (ex. Lexiles and 

Quantiles). 
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